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Geography The science of the Earth’s surface 
and all life on it



1. Location
2. Region
3. Human Environment Intervention
4. Movement
5. Place



MR. HELP



1. Location

Absolute Location: describes the 
exact location of a place

Relative Location: describes a place in 
relation to something else



Absolute Location
● Defined by latitude 

and longitude or by an 
exact address

Latitude (Parallels)
● Circle the Earth parallel to the Equator 

(0°) and measure the distance N and S 
of the Equator in degrees

● North Pole (90°N) & South Pole (-90°S)



Absolute Location
● Defined by latitude 

and longitude or by an 
exact address

Longitude 
(meridians)

● Circle Earth 
from Pole to 
Pole

● Measure 
distance E & W 
of Prime 
Meridian (0° 
longitude)

● International 
Date Line (180°
longitude)



Coordinates

the quantities of 
latitude and 
longitude that define 
the position of the 
point on the surface 
of the Earth

Coordinates for New Bern, 
NC:

35.1085° N, 77.0441° W



Fun Fact:
Time is kept from an imaginary line running 
through Greenwich, England, called the Prime 
Meridian. 

The International Date Line is an imaginary line 
located halfway around the world at roughly 180 
degrees longitude that separates one day from the 
next. If you cross the International Date Line, the 
date changes.



Grid System



Use the 
coordinates to 
find the cities on 
the map.

1. 45°N 
latitude, 
122°W 
longitude

2. 29°N 
latitude, 95°
W longitude

What are the 
coordinates for 
Raleigh,NC?

35°N latitude, 
78°W longitude



BELLRINGER

● How are absolute location & relative 
location different? List one example 
for each.

● List one difference between latitude 
and longitude.



Hemisphere:
One of the halves in which Earth is divided

FOUR HEMISPHERES

NORTHERN SOUTHERN EASTERN WESTERN



Hemispheres
The Equator divides the Earth into 
the Northern and Southern 
Hemisphere.



Hemispheres
The Prime Meridian and IDL (International 
Date Line) divide the Earth into Eastern and 
Western hemispheres.

● Anything EAST of the Prime Meridian is 
the EASTERN hemisphere.

● Anything WEST of the Prime Meridian is 
the WESTERN hemisphere.



Types of Regions
1. Formal

2. Functional

3. Vernacular 

Region: an area that 
shares common 
characteristics



Formal Region
● designated by official 

boundaries, such as cities, 
states, counties, and countries

● share the same laws, 
government, etc.



Functional Region
A central place and the surrounding 
places affected by it

● Metropolitan areas like New 
York City

● Banks
● School districts



Vernacular Region
● Area defined by people’s 

feelings and attitudes
● have no formal boundaries but 

are understood in our mental 
maps of the world
○ The South
○ The Midwest
○ The North

Do you think Virginia is part of 
The South?



1. What region is New Bern 
located in?

2. What region is UNC 
Chapel Hill Duke 
University located in?

3. Why do you think NC has 
four different regions?



HEI
Three Aspects:

1. Dependency

2. Adaptation

3. Modification



Dependency
Explores the ways in which humans 
are dependent on nature for a 
living. 

Ex: farming



Adaptation
The process by which a species 
becomes better suited to its 
environment

Ex: clothing



Modification
a change in an organism that is 
caused by the influence of its 
environment

Ex: AC/Heat, use of animals

Do you think modification 
has created environmental 
problems we see today? 



Movement
Of people:

● Immigration: the action of 
coming to live permanently in a 
foreign country.

● Emigration: the act of leaving 
one's own country to settle 
permanently in another

What’s the difference?
● You immigrate 

“into” places.
● You emigrate 

“from” places.



Movement
Other factors:

● Push factors: force the 
individual to move voluntarily 
or are forced because the 
individual risk something if 
they stay
○ Ex: conflict, drought, 

famine, lack of jobs

● Pull factors: factors that attract 
the individual or group to leave 
their home
○ Ex: better job opportunity, 

promise of a better life



Movement
Of goods:

● Imports: a good brought in from 
abroad that is for sale.

● Exports: a good being sent out 
abroad that is for sale.



Movement
Of ideas:

● Considered the most important 
type of movement

● Brings world together and 
promotes growth and 
prosperity



Place

Physical Characteristics:  describe the 
natural environment of a place 
(landforms)

Human Characteristics: describes 
describe the people of a place (past 
and present)



Physical Characteristics   v.  Human Characteristics
● Landforms
● Weather & climate
● Soil
● Minerals
● Vegetation
● Animal life

● Modifications to environment:
○ bridges, roads, buildings

● Religion or culture
● Political system
● How people make a living
● population



Location Region H-E-I Movement Place
a particular place 
or position

Ex: HJM, 
Chick-fil-A

An area that 
shares common 
characteristics

Ex: The South

Describes the 
relationship 
between people and 
the environment

Ex: farming

Movement of 
people, resources,  
and ideas from one 
place to another

Ex: trains, social 
media

Describes physical 
and human 
characteristics that 
make it unique

Ex: Sahara Desert



This postcard 
includes three 
of the five 
themes of 
geography. 

Write the 
sentences in 
your notebook 
that contain 
the theme of 
geography. 

location

place

region



This postcard 
includes three 
of the five 
themes of 
geography. 

Write the 
sentences in 
your notebook 
that contain 
the theme of 
geography. 

place

HEI

movement



Maps
Miss Genovese



1. Political Maps
Give information about human 
made features like cities, capitals, 
and borders



2. Physical Maps
Give information about the Earth’s 
physical features like lakes, rivers, 
and mountains



3. Road Maps
Provide directions for traveling 
from one point to another



4. Specialty Maps
Can provide any type of 
information about a region like 
population, jobs, etc.



What is “distortion?”

When one’s shape is changed from its 
original form by another force



Cylindrical Projection

Areas close to the equator 
have very little distortion. 

Areas closer to poles have 
more distortion.



Conic Projection

● more accurate than 
the cylindrical 
projection

● The further we travel 
down the map, the 
more distorted and 
less accurate the map 
becomes



Plane Projection

● The further we travel 
down the map, the 
more distorted and 
less accurate the map 
becomes



Interrupted Projection

Depicts the continents as 
accurately as possible by 
leaving blank space in the 
less important areas of 
the map, such as in the 
oceans.



Parts of a Map
Title- the heading of a map

Compass Rose- shows the directions 
on the map

Legend/Key- part of a map used to 
define symbols on the map

Grid- the set of lines that show 
coordinates on a map

Scale- the part of the map used to 
show how big it is in actual size



1

23

4

5

title

grid


