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Dear Craven County Schools Families, 

We know many of you have concerns about the ongoing spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and its 
potential impact on our schools. Please be assured that we are closely monitoring the situation and have 
been in daily contact for several weeks with the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
(NCDHHS), Craven County Administration, and Craven County Health Department who take the lead 
around these types of challenges. 

As of March 11, 2020, there are no reported cases of COVID-19 in Craven County. Craven County Schools 
Board of Education and system leaders recognize that the coronavirus may be a source of concern for our 
families. We want to send this letter to inform parents but also want to be sure not to create any undue 
anxiety. That is why we want to share some information with all families.  

It is important to understand that although there is some uncertainty with this virus, there are many ways 
that we can defend ourselves, our families, and our community from the more serious impacts. Those 
precautions are below (copied directly from the Coronavirus 2019: Prevention and Treatment portion of 
the CDC.gov website). These are the SAME PRECAUTIONS we should all take related to the Flu. We could 
simply do a lot better job of focusing on them right now. These are: 

• Stay home when you are sick [not returning until symptoms have ended] 

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning 
spray or wipe. 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the 
bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

o If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at 
least 60% alcohol. Always wash hands with soap and water if hands are visibly dirty. 

In addition to this guidance, our school system is currently posting information on our website and we are 
providing guidance to school leaders about processes to put in place, both similar to ones we have 
currently for influenza as well as ones specific to this new virus. In general, those additional procedures 
are related to how to handle student and/or staff travel and return to school and the potential for school 
closures. If Craven County Schools has to consider school closure, these decisions will be in consultation 
with and at the direction of our local Health Department. 

In order to be prepared we are advising families that it may be a good idea to have childcare plans in place 
in the event that schools have to be closed. We are planning to deliver instruction and will share more 
updates and information about this plan if it becomes necessary. We are hopeful that we will not have to 
operationalize these plans, but we want to be prepared. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention-treatment.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention-treatment.html
https://www.cravenk12.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=13879
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All staff are taking extra precautions at school to limit the spread of germs to include an extra emphasis 
on wiping down commonly touched surfaces multiple times each day with disinfectant. 

Nothing is more important than the health and safety of our students, staff, and community. We will 
continue to work closely with federal, state, and local health departments to keep you updated when new 
information or guidelines need to be communicated. Please visit our website or follow our Facebook, 
twitter, or Instagram accounts for links and to find the latest information on our system’s response to 
coronavirus.  

Finally, if parents are looking for resources to consult to help you talk with children about this virus, the 
National Association of School Psychologists has a site to provide some information to assist parents in 
discussing coronavirus with children. Thank you for all you do to partner with us for the success of all of 
our students.  

Sincerely, 

Meghan S. Doyle 

Dr. Meghan S. Doyle 
Superintendent 

http://www.cravenk12.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CravenCountySchools/
https://twitter.com/CravenCoSchools
https://www.instagram.com/cravencountyschools/
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/talking-to-children-about-covid-19-(coronavirus)-a-parent-resource
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/talking-to-children-about-covid-19-(coronavirus)-a-parent-resource

